
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We learn and 

grow with 

Jesus to love, 

inspire and 

serve others. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are Geographers: 
Celebrating God’s Creation 

 
Theme Overview 

 
Year 5: Mountains and Rivers 



We are Geographers: Celebrating God’s Creation 

Year 5: Mountains and Rivers 

Throughout this focus, children will discover the beauty and importance of the world’s rivers, mountains  and hills – studying 
them from different focal points. Through Geography, children will also describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains and the water cycle. In Science, we will 

investigate forces, looking at the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction.  In Art, we will study the work of 
Katsushika Hokusai, inspired by the cover of our focus text Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo. This unit will als o 
include exciting enrichment opportunities such as our Manor Adventure residential and a local river walk and study.  

Theme Impact 

Children will focus on developing their skills as geographers by using a range of maps to locate places around the world as 

well as identifying human and physical characteristics and topography. They will build on their knowledge of map reading 
from Year 4 and will know and use the 8 points of a compass and read 6 figure grid references. During our enrichment 
activities, children will be able to put the skills they have learnt in to practise. They will  also investigate the effect that we 
have on the planet and consider ways that they can make a difference.  

Catholic Social Teaching 

Stewardship of God’s Creation 
Creation is a gift from God and provides us with these things, the basics for our lives, yet it can so easily and so often be  taken 
for granted. 
• Taking responsibility for water management, pollution and cleaning. 

• Explore our actions and how we look after our water. 

• Uniting with God through following careful actions to look after our water, ensuring it is clean and healthy.  

• What negative effects have human actions had? 
Rights and Responsibilities 
The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected and a healthy community can be achieved only if human 
rights are protected and responsibilities are met. Therefore, every person has a fundamental right to life and a right to tho se 

things required for human decency. Corresponding to these rights are duties and responsibilities–to one another, to our 
families, and to the larger society. 

Virtues and Values 

Our virtue and values focus this term is: Compassionate and Loving 
Compassionate towards others, near and far, especially the less fortunate; and loving by their just actions and forgiving 

words. By being compassionate and loving in the way pupils are treated, especially when a pupil is in trouble; and by opening  

pupils’ eyes to those who suffer poverty, injustice or violence. 

British Values 

Democracy: Children will take part in votes select school council representatives, house captain and sports captains.  
Rule of Law: As part of the children’s PSHE sessions, they will create a new set of class rules for their time in Year 5.  

Curriculum Drivers 

Geography 

National Curriculum Objectives Knowledge and Skills Progression 

Location Knowledge 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 

Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and 
South America, concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United 

Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), 

and land-use patterns; and understand how some of 
these aspects have changed over time 

Place Knowledge  
• understand geographical similarities and differences 

through the study of human and physical geography of a 

region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European 
country, and a region within North or South America 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork  

Location Knowledge 

• LK1: Locate large/influential countries- including Europe 

and North or South America. Locate and name principal 
cities.  

• LK2: Locate and name the main counties and cities in 

England. Explore geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical characteristics, key 

topographical features (see vocab progression below), 
and land-use patterns; and understand how some of 
these aspects have changed over time   

Place knowledge  
• PK1: Understand geographical similarities and 

differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region 
in a European country and/or a region within 

North/South America.  



• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping 

to locate countries and describe features studied 
• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure 

grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 

Human and Physical Geography 
• describe and understand key aspects of:   physical 

geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 

earthquakes, and the water cycle 
 

• PK2: Understand geographical similarities and 

differences through the study of key cities linked with 
current world issues. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork  
• GSF1: Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping (Google Earth) to locate countries and 

describe features studied.  
• GSF2: Use the eight points of a compass, six-figure grid 

references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 

wider world and countries studied in depth. 
Human and Physical Geography 
• HPG1: Physical geography including coasts and rivers, 

climate zones, and the water cycle including 
transpiration; mountains, climate zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts.   

Science 

National Curriculum Objectives Knowledge and Skills Progression 

Working Scientifically 
• planning different types of scientific enquiries to 

answer questions, including recognising and controlling 
variables where necessary 

• taking measurements, using a range of scientific 

equipment, with increasing accuracy and precision, 
taking repeat readings when appropriate 

• recording data and results of increasing complexity 

using scientific diagrams and labels, classification keys, 
tables, scatter graphs, bar and line graphs 

Forces 
• identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and 
friction, that act between 

moving surfaces 
•  

• TBC 

Art and Design 

National Curriculum Objectives Knowledge and Skills Progression 

Pupils will learn: 
• to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, 

including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of 
materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 

• about great artists, architects and designers in history. 
Hokusai – The Great Wave 

• Drawing 
D1 work on sustained, independent, detailed drawings. 

D2 develop close observational skills. 

D3 use a sketchbook to collect and develop ideas. 

D4 use different techniques for different purposes i.e. shading, hatching, and 

blending. 

D6 begin to develop an awareness of composition, scale and proportion i.e. 

foreground, middle ground, background. 

Wider Curriculum Opportunities 

Writing Reading 

Spelling 
Throughout this half term, Year 5 will cover: 
Silent letters (b and t), suffixes (ible/able, ibly/ably, -
ent, -ence). We will also begin to study our Year 5 and 6 
statutory spellings.  
Writing 
Using our class focus text, Kensuke’s Kingdom, we will 
focus on creative writing. Children will write poems, 
studying a range of poetic forms and will also begin to 
explore narrative techniques with a focus on character 
description and development.  
Grammar 
Year 5 will: 

Kenuske’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo 
The River by Valerie Bloom (Poetry) 
 



• recap and develop use of expanded noun 
phrases with a focus on deliberate and accurate 
language choices 

• learn how to precis longer texts 

• begin to use parenthesis 
• use a range of punctuation purposefully and 

accurately.  
 

Enrichment Home Learning 

Manor Adventure Residential  
Local river walk and study  

Home Learning project grid to be posted on SeeSaw. 
Grid will contain a range of activities to cover core and 
foundation subjects. Children will be given a number of 
weeks to complete their projects, these are then 
expected to come into school and be shared with their 
peers.  

Discrete Objectives 

RE PE 

Unit A: Creation 
Unit B: Miracles and the Sacrament of the Sick 

TBC 

Music Modern Foreign Languages 

Children in Year 5 will begin rehearsing for the Pyramid 
Concert with sessions led by Mr Mallinson.  
Secure: 
PP1 To sing in unison with clear diction, controlled 
pitch and sense of phrase.  
PP2 To play and perform parts in a range of solo and 
ensemble contexts with increasing accuracy and 
expression.  
PP3 To maintain my own part and be aware how the 
different parts fit together  
 
Extend:  
PP4 To sing in solo, unison and in parts with clear 
diction, controlled pitch and with sense of phrase. 

Unit: In Class 

Computing PSHE/RSE 

Coding Jigsaw 

• Being Me in My World 
TenTen  
Module one: Created and Loved by God 

• Unit 1: Religious Understanding 

• Unit 2: Me, my body, my health 

 

 


